
 

T H E   
L E G I O N N A I R E  

JULY 2022 

BOARD MEETING at 6:30pm 

MEETING: 
Wednesday, July 6, 2022 at 7:00pm 

MINUTES OF JUNE 1, 2022 

Fellow Legionnaires: 

I am honored and humbled to be elected your Com-
mander. I never dreamed I would, one day, be the 
Commander of this post. I certainly have a lot to 
learn; but  I can promise to do my very best to fulfill 
my responsibilities.   I certainly can't do everything by 
myself, but I am sure that I can count on the dedicat-
ed members of this post to help out. I intend to treat 
everyone with respect so that our post conducts itself 
in a dignified manner in everything we do.  

I want to thank everyone that participated in the Me-
morial Day parade and ceremonies. i would also like 
to thank the Auxiliary for the very nice luncheon. 

God Bless America 

A WORD FROM THE  
COMMANDER 

Commander Ron Kociba 

Bill Wells, 2nd  by Frank Lorkowski and passed to 
proceed with the idea.  Also the committee is recom-
mending that the Post conduct a Bingo event during 
the Maritime Festival to be held on Thursday and sell 
pulled pork sandwiches on Thursday and Friday eve-
nings.  George Wessels reported there is one new 
gravesite at the cemetery bringing the total to752.  
There is $1063.50 in the beverage fund as reported 
by Herb Phelps.  Bob Winkel reported that the Build-
ing committee has discussed a new cement pad and 
patio but, no recommendations to proceed at this 
time. Don Ahrens talked about an article about the 
Memorial Garden to be published in the Minden City 
Herald on Thursday June 2nd so if you get the paper 
please take a look at it. Commander Carl Siemen 
thanked the membership for all their help during his 
time as Post Commander.   The cart derby is July 
16th,  Ron Kociba stated that it will be advertized in 
the three area newspapers and on thumbnet.net next 
week.  There are plenty of carts available to borrow 
to those without a cart.  If you know someone who 
would like to race but doesn’t have a cart of their own 
please contact one of the committee members.  In-
formation is available at City Hall.  If you would like to 
help at the derby, be at the legion hall at 7:00 AM. 

The regular monthly meeting opened in proper form 
with 23 members attending.  All reports were given 
with two (2) changes to last month’s minutes.  Those 
changes are that the Ladies Auxiliary will continue to 
meet at the regular day and time and Bill Wells will 
be added to the Post’s officers list as the assistant 
Sgt-At-Arms.  The Commander asked that members 
provide their email address and phone number to the 
Post Adjutant, this is needed so that members may 
be contacted if necessary.  Dennis Essenmacher has 
been appointed to the executive committee to re-
place Leo Bennett.  The certificates for members 
with 50 years or more membership have been com-
pleted and will be hand delivered to those members.  
This year’s scholarship recipients are Dylan Zurik 
and Alexander Boiltarian.  Hall rentals are going very 
well with new rentals coming in on a regular basis.  If 
anyone knows of someone who has an aluminum 
handicap ramp they would like to give away please 
contact the commander with the information.  Bill 
Wells made a report that the Fund Raiser Committee 
would like to purchase a moped 50cc gas scooter at 
a cost of no more than $1500 and to sell not more 
than 500 raffle tickets @ $10 each at local events, 
$500 would be the alternate prize if the winner would 
rather have cash.   The monies for the purchase 
would be borrowed from the Building  Fund and be 
paid back as tickets are sold.  A motion was made by 
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Website: hbamericanlegion197.org 
Email: hbamericanlegion197@gmail.com 
Auxiliary: alaharborbeach@gmail.com  
Veterans Affairs Office: (989)269-8911 

CORRESPONDENCE 

None 

DRAWINGS: 
$10.00 PAUL GINTHER 
ATTENDANCE: JAY LANDENBERG, ABSENT NEXT 
MONTH $40.00 
50/50: FRANK LORKOWSKI $19.00 

25 PUFL 107 REG Total 132 
You can contact me at 989-864-3193 or  
garyjerb@gmail.com 

BURHANS HAGEDON UNIT 197 
American Legion Auxiliary Harbor Beach 

June 2022 Meeting Notes 
 
The American Legion Auxiliary general meeting was 
held June 28, 2022 at the post home. The general 
meeting opened at 1:00 pm with 10 members, 1 
guest and 1 visitor present.  A quorum of 7 members 
has been met. President Barbara Ayotte presided. 
Sally Koehn led us in the opening prayer.  

Ron Kociba, the new commander at the American 
Legion Post 197 was our guest. He introduced him-
self, explained that he would like to restore respect to 
the meetings and thanked the American Legion Aux-
iliary Unit 197 for all their help when called upon. He 
pointed out the new scooter in the room, telling us it 
was going to be raffled off at the end of the summer 
as a fund raiser for the post. 

OFFICER REPORTS: 

SECRETARY Nancy Erb read minutes from the last 
general meeting on May 24, 2022. Minutes accepted 
as read.  

TREASURER Candy Beasley reported bank balanc-
es: General Acct $3826.01; Rehab Acct $4787.27; 
Total $8613.28 

Report accepted for audit.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

BINGO - Carol Sopczynski reported that bingo is go-
ing well.  

MEMBERSHIP - Lynda Buchkowski reported 75 
members have paid their dues for 2021-2022. 

NOMINATING-Installation of officers will be at the 
next meeting, July 26, 2022. Installation will be held 
following a luncheon that will be held at Williams Inn. 
Barbara Ayotte will contact Williams Inn to have them 
set up for 10-15 members. A Motion was made by 
Lucy Kaminiski, 2nd by Sally Koehn, motion passed 
to move forward with the installation dinner and to 
have the unit cover the cost of the meal. Please meet 
at noon at Williams Inn for lunch, followed by a meet-
ing and installation. Members, please wear your uni-
forms to the installation. 

CARD & GIFTS-Lucy Kaminiski sent a card to Doro-

MEMBERSHIP 

Please contact Ron Volmering at (989)551-9061 

HALL RENTAL 

ATTENDANCE DRAWING 

thy Burkhardt 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

Correspondence: None; Bill submitted for payment. 
Lucy Kaminiski made a motion to buy stamps before 
the price goes up again. Candy Beasley will pur-
chase 100 stamps in 20 stamp booklets. The stamps 
will be divided between Membership & Card and 
Gifts. 

Our Auxiliary Unit is planning to have a Bake Sale on 
the Saturday of the Maritime Festival. We will be set 
up our tent in the front of the post building near the 
Bingo Sign. Poppy sales will set up a tent across the 
walkway. Calls will be made to members to partici-
pate by baking something for the sale. Please expect 
a call from our committee. 

Linda Kociba mentioned the Cart Derby coming up 
Saturday, July 16. This will most likely be the last 
year. They are in talks with Rick at Sandman’s hop-
ing he will be able to bring his food truck to the cart 
derby. 

$10.00     Attendance Drawing won by Lynda 
Buchkowski 

$12.50     50:50 drawing won by Candy Beasley  

There being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned at 1:50 pm  by President Barbara Ayotte. 

The next general meeting is July 26, 2022 at Wil-
liams Inn at 1:00, following lunch at noon. 

 


